
Navy restores cedar stands in old cranberry bogs 
The Navy is restoring white cedar stands in old cranberry bogs around Lakehurst, 
advancing both conservation and air-safety goals. 
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LAKEHURST — This old cranberry bog has seen its last harvest, and sailors from Lakehurst Naval Air 

Engineering Station stretched 1,850 feet of plastic mesh fencing six feet high to keep deer from snacking on 

the newly planted crop: thousands of Atlantic white cedar seedlings. 

"To deer, these are like little lollipops," said base commander Capt. Phillip L. Beachy, as he and his crew 

wrapped up the fencing project last week. It's the first phase in a years-long effort to restore bogs along the 

Manapaqua Branch of the Toms River to their original cedar swamp, a project that serves both conservation 

and air safety goals, Navy workers said. 

Last year the Navy contributed $350,000 toward the state Green Acres program's $1.8 million purchase of 

the 248-acre tract. 

"The Navy's had enough vision to take the next step," Beachy said. The planting in October of a 4.3-acre 

bog along the Navy installation's south fence is just the first in a series, he added. 

"We would like to see trees in here instead of standing water," explained John Joyce, the natural and 

cultural resource manager for the installation. The farm lies near the end of Runway 33 on the base, and to 

keep aircrews safe from midair collisions with birds, "we don't want congregations of waterfowl," such as the 

big tundra swans that frequent Pine Barrens ponds during the winter, he said. 

On the uppermost of the seven bogs, brothers Jeff and Edward "Ned" Lipman Jr. were allowed to gather a 

2008 harvest from the farm once owned by their Jeffrey's Branch Cranberry Co. 

"It was a really strange summer for us, because we had no expectation" after the sale to Green Acres, Ned 

Lipman said. "But the top three bogs grew a pretty good crop." 

Bog dates to 1883 

Of the property's seven bogs, the cedar project is being grown on the easternmost one, alongside Proving 

Ground Round. The Lipmans' late father, grower and Ocean Spray cooperative organizer Edward V. 

Lipman, traced its history back to at least 1883, when it was owned by Ross C. Browning, who proceeded to 

buy out his upstream neighbors and dub the tract Paqua Bogs. 
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The lower bog was built on the original stream bed that winds its way around the north side of Lakehurst, 

Ned Lipman said. At its age, "that lower bog had attrition to some extent," and its production had declined for 

years, he said. With the sale, the brothers removed irrigation pipes and pump houses from the lower bogs. 

The Lipmans remain among the last cranberry growers in Ocean County, along with John Headley of West 

Creek in Eagleswood. Now the Lipmans are renting back their holdings from the state at Lakehurst and 

South Toms River; their former farm there is now part of Double Trouble State Park. 

"We hope that they'll let us back in there," Lipman said of the Lakehurst bogs. "But it's their land." 

The Manapaqua Branch project is the latest in a number of white cedar restorations across the Pine 

Barrens, where experts from Richard Stockton College, the state Forest Service and other organizations are 

trying to grow thick stands of pure cedar. The New Jersey Conservation Foundation has one of the largest 

cedar plantings at its 9,600-acre Franklin Parker Preserve, the former A.R. DeMarco cranberry farm near 

Chatsworth in Burlington County. 

Cedar swamps reduced 

Dense cedar swamps once were widespread, from the Hackensack Meadowlands to Sandy Hook, along 

coastal streams and throughout the Pine Barrens, according to the state Forest Service. 

Timber harvesting without follow-up management, illegal harvesting, forest fires and wetlands losses have 

greatly reduced the acreage. Moreover, about 15,000 acres of surviving stands are beginning to convert into 

hardwood forest as red swamp maple colonizes gaps in cedar, foresters say. 

"Most cranberry bogs are on top of old cedar swamps," Joyce said. On U.S. Geological Survey maps, 

Ocean County is dotted with old cranberry bogs, but they do not automatically revert to white cedar. 

Young cedar seedlings are intolerant of shade and easily overgrown by red maple or other invasive plants. 

Old cranberry bogs, well tended for generations, make good restoration sites, but planters need to penetrate 

thick mats of cranberry vines, Jones said. 

Deer unwelcome 

To get started, Jones had the bog plowed at intervals with a mechanical trenching machine, to cut vines and 

give planters space to swing hoes into the moist, sandy soil. They planted some 6,000 "tubeling" baby trees, 

bred and packaged by Pinelands Nursery, a Columbus grower that specializes in native plants, and 

purchased for this project by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 



The seedlings were planted Oct. 29, a date Joyce settled on after hearing advice from foresters and other 

experts. "If you consult four or five experts, you'll get four or five opinions. We went with the middle," he said. 

One thing the experts agree on is the need to keep deer from nibbling young cedars. "There's more deer in 

North America now than when Columbus hit the beach," Joyce said. Fencing will be needed until the trees 

grow beyond the reach of deer — what foresters call the browse line, he said. 

Joyce had help stretching the fence, but he drove the fence posts, "all 200 of them," wielding a 35-pound 

post driver. "I do my 10 steps — boom, boom — and on to the next one. I can knock off 100 in an hour and a 

half, " he said. "It's not for the faint of heart." 

 
Rachel Wolfanger (right, foreground) of the Navy installs part of the fence that will defend newly planted Atlantic 
white cedar seedlings from hungry deer in a conservation buffer around the Lakehurst Naval Air Engineering 
Station. (STAFF PHOTOS: MICHAEL SYPNIEWSKI) 
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